Hamilton County General Health District
REGULAR MEETING – BOARD OF HEALTH
250 William Howard Taft Rd; Cincinnati, Ohio 45219
April 13, 2026 – 4 p.m.
Minutes

1. Call to Order

At 4 p.m., Dan Meloy called to order the regular session of the Board of Health of
Hamilton County General Health District followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.


2. Roll call of Members

Members Present: 
· Dan Meloy, President
· Eric Knapp
· Max Miller
· Mark Rosenberger

District Staff Present: 
· Greg Kesterman, Health Commissioner
· Jackie Lindner, Assistant Health Commissioner
· Craig Davidson, Assistant Health Commissioner
· Nee Fong Chin, Chief Assistant Prosecuting Attorney
· Greg Varner, Finance Officer
· Stephen Feagins, M.D. Medical Director
· Allison Babka, Public Information Officer

Guests Present:  
· Caitlyn Smith
· Joey Hahn - The Camargo Club

3. Pledge of Allegiance

4. Clean Kitchen Awards

Assistant Health Commissioner Craig Davidson read the list of Clean Kitchen Award
recipients and congratulated them for their efforts to maintain a high level of sanitation
and staff education.  Joey Hahn was in attendance on behalf of The Camargo Club to accept the Clean Kitchen Award and was recognized by the board.  

5. Approval of Minutes

Mr. Knapp moved to approve the minutes of the March 9, 2026, Board of Health meeting.
Mr. Miller seconded the motion.
Roll Call Vote – All Aye

Mr. Miller moved to approve the minutes of the March 9, 2026, local housing and environmental sanitation regulations public hearing
Mr. Knapp Seconded the motion.
Roll Call Vote - All Aye


6. Public Comment (2 minutes per participant)

Mrs. Caitlin Smith of 425 Pedretti provided a comment card which read, “1-2026 taking away safety measures that were already being by passed.  I just wanted my abatement – your departments prevented me from everything.”  She shared frustration that our regulation was updated and indicated that we failed to help her get her rent paid back from her landlord.  She left the podium and meeting before her time had expired.  The board indicated that they were unaware of what her comments were in reference to as they had not communicated with Ms. Smith previously.  Because she left, the Board was not provided the opportunity to ask her any questions during her comments.  Commissioner Kesterman provided a brief overview of the timeline of events including the two complaints filed.  He clarified that in email communications, she believed that HCPH should be responsible for health-related matters with the building department.  During her comments, Ms. Smith referenced recent regulation changes and indicated that they were not fair.  Commissioner Kesterman reiterated that all major housing protections and requirements that were in the 1967 regulation remained in the recently adopted regulation. 


7. Reports

a. Health Commissioner’s Report

Mr. Kesterman began his report by welcoming everyone in attendance and he updated the group that the move date has been rescheduled for the week of May 18.  He informed the team that the office will close at 2 p.m. on May 19 and will reopen the following Tuesday after Memorial Day.

Mr. Kesterman gave an update on funding for the overdose prevention team.  Hamilton County Public Health (HCPH) has secured a contract with the Cincinnati Health Department to provide additional funding through the City of Cincinnati’s OneOhio settlement funds to support syringe services within the City of Cincinnati.  

Mr. Kesterman reported that he attended State House Day where there were 65 state elected officials present.  Mr. Kesterman had the opportunity to talk to four representatives at the event.  He was able to have discussions about two different bills.  The first bill is HB 134, the “home enterprise kitchen” bill, which would allow anyone to prepare food of their home and sell it.  Mr. Kesterman expressed that public health would want to be involved as the rules are drafted should the inspections become the responsibility of local public health.  The second bill that was discussed was HB 692, a bill eliminating the annual inspections of sewage treatment systems.  He noted that all four legislators have agreed to consider changes to the bill but further indicated that they have the support as the law was originally proposed.  This law, as written, would also make soil evaluation for new systems optional at the homeowner’s preference.  Mr. Kesterman said it is very important that soil evaluations continue in our area for customizing a sewage system to meet the different soil types in our area to ensure that they function as designed.  

Mr. Kesterman said that a strategic plan interview request was sent out to the Board and encouraged everyone to schedule their interview.  

Mr. Miller asked Mr. Kesterman to clarify if we wanted the home enterprise kitchen bill to pass and asked if there would be any additional staffing needs due to the passing of this bill.  Mr. Kesterman agreed that HCPH would be a good fit to be the inspecting agency.  Should it become law, we would want the ability to run a cost methodology to determine the appropriate fees.  He noted that additional staff would most likely not be needed early on, but as word got out, the number of kitchens may increase, which would ultimately determine any staffing needs.  


b. Medical Director’s Report 

Dr. Feagins began his report by discussing numbers associated with influenza.  He noted that flu season is winding down and that May is the end of the traditional flu season.  He gave an overview of key takeaways from the flu season which included two peaks and a mortality rate below the 5-year average.  He did note that there were more cases this year than during previous years.  

Dr. Feagins reported that the vaccines for this flu season had an effectiveness of 38-41% for children and adolescents and a 22-38% effectiveness for adults.  

Dr. Feagins gave an overview of previous years’ emergency department visits for tick bites.  He noted that the season usually peaks in June and that we are currently on the upswing.  He said that the main concern is Lyme disease and he showed several slides that showed the progression of Lyme disease since 1995 across the United States.  

Dr. Feagins reported that the 2025 syphilis numbers have been released, saying that there were 525 cases and 92% of those were treated.  He noted that 10 of those cases were congenital and of those, 5 did not have prenatal care. He also said that 66% of cases were in males and 34% were in females. 

Dr. Feagins gave an overview of the 2024 Ohio trauma annual report.  He noted that 88,861 injuries were treated that met the criteria for trauma, an increase from 82,634 in 2023.  He said that there are 56 registered trauma centers out of 214 in the state of Ohio and our area has four trauma centers.  He did note that our area is in the top three for gunshot wounds and that the most common injury in trauma centers is due to falls.  

Dr. Feagins concluded his report by giving an overview of the pollen seasons.  He noted that tree pollen counts are high from late winter to spring, grass pollen counts are high from late spring through summer and weed pollen counts are high from late summer through fall. 


c. Department of Community Health Services

Ms. Lindner began her report by talking about community engagement events, highlighting a few that had taken place.  She said that there was a number of health fairs where fentanyl test strips we distributed as well as at a WeThrive! event where gun locks and lock boxes for safe storage of medications were distributed.  She noted that these events will continue as the weather gets warmer and that the team will be very busy with these community engagement opportunities. 

Ms. Lindner reported that with regard to the syphilis numbers that were recently reported, there was a 33% decrease from the previous year.  She said that they are looking at the data from this and analyzing what the team can do to continue to make improvements.  

Ms. Lindner reported that a joint TB/HIV summit was held on March 25 and that there was a great turnout for the event.  She noted that this event will be scheduled quarterly and they will look to keep the momentum going. 

Ms. Lindner gave an update on the disease prevention grant funding as discussed last month.  As written in the monthly community health services reporting, she indicated that HCPH was awarded some additional monies in the STI grant Notice of Award above what was expected, as well learning that the available funds for the SHIPS grant had been increased by $400K for the upcoming continuation cycle, both of which significantly narrowed the previously anticipated funding gap.  She also shared that the team has submitted for the NASDAT grant submitting for additional funding in grants that would close the initial gap in shortage of funds.  


d. Department of Environmental Health Services 

Mr. Davidson opened his report by discussing the waste management team’s program for responding to odor complaints associated with the Rumpke Sanitary Landfill (RSL) and gave an overview of the number of complaints the department has received in recent years.  He said that we have seen a 50% decrease in odor complaints since the highest number was recorded in 2020.  Mr. Davidson said that most complaints are about the general garbage odor.  He noted that the team responds to each complaint and that HCPH, the Ohio EPA and RSL collaborate closely to control the odor.  He also made everyone aware that there is a 24-hour complaint hotline and all inquiries are responded to within 24 hours.  

Mr. Davidson reported that there was a recent meeting for the Ohio Association of Plumbing Inspectors where several roles and key positions were up for election.  He noted that several positions were filled by plumbing division team members: Renee Bocks as state president  and Bill Dolash and Sean more as southwest district trustees. 

Mr. Davidson reported that the contract with Great Parks of Hamilton County will continue this year for water quality testing of their recreational lakes.  He noted that the main thing being tested for is E. coli in order to make sure is the lakes are safe for anyone that recreate in the parks.  He said that last year, 200 samples were taken and two were elevated above levels of what would be considered safe should someone end up in the water.  He said that one of the samples helped identify a sewage overflow before Memorial Day weekend that caused a park to close in Winton Woods to ensure the safety of the residents. Quick response by and close coordination with Great Parks and MSD, however, allowed for the park to be reopened for the holiday weekend. 

Mr. Miller asked Mr. Davidson if the weather plays a factor in the number of odor complaints for RSL and the time of year that a majority of the complaints come in. Mr. Davidson responded that complaints tend to increase in warmer weather months and that weather conditions do play a role in the timing and frequency of complaints the department receives. 

Mr. Meloy expressed his gratitude for all of the progress that has been made in this area and complimented the team for their efforts. 

8. Finances

The March 2026 disbursement reports are included in the board packet.

Mr. Knapp moved to approve the monthly disbursements.
Mr. Miller seconded the motion.
Roll Call Vote – All Aye

Mr. Varner gave an overview of the first quarter financial report.  He reported that the first quarter is when a lot of the funding is received for the year through indigent care levy funds, state subsidy, and 50% of the assessments as well as food service renewals.  Mr. Varner reported a better start than what was initially expected and he anticipates a year-end fund balance better than what was budgeted.  Mr. Varner gave an overview of revenue, expenditures, fund balances, and grant activity.  He reported that the general funds, restricted funds, and consolidated funds all increased in the first quarter.  

Mr. Miller asked Mr. Varner if there were any items or grants that could cause funding concerns.  Mr. Varner reported that he does not have any concerns at this point. 


9. New Business

Mr. Miller nominated Mr. Dan Meloy to continue as President 
Mr. Knapp Seconded the motion.
Roll Call Vote - All Aye

Mr. Knapp nominated Mr. Max Miller for the role of Vice President.
Mr. Meloy seconded the motion.
Roll Call Vote - All Aye

Mr. Knapp motioned for the board of health meeting location to be held at 1701 Patricia McCollum Way, executive conference Room at 4pm on the second Monday of every month. 
Mr. Miller seconded the motion.
Roll Call Vote - All Aye 


10. Adjournment

Mr. Knapp moved to adjourn the meeting at 4:58 p.m.
Mr. Rosenberger seconded the motion.
Roll Call Vote – All Aye



Next Board of Health meeting: May 11, at 4 p.m.


____________________________________
Max Miller, Vice President

____________________________________
Greg Kesterman, Secretary
Health Commissioner. Adjournment

(Live signatures on file.)
